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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS to wit :

District Clerk's Office.

Be it remembered, that on the 25th day of December,
A. D. 1829, in the fifty third year of the independence of
the United States of America, Carter &. Hendee, of the
said district, have deposited in this office the title of a

book, the right whereof they claim as proprietors, in the
words following, to wit :

'Peter Parley's Story of the Pleasure Boat.'

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the Unit-
ed States, entitled 'An Act for the encouragement of

learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and

books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies,

during the times therein mentioned;' and also to an Act
entitled 'An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, An
Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the

copies of maps, charts and books to the authors and pro-

prietors of such copies during the times therein men-
tioned

;
and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of

designing, engraving and etching historical and other

prints." JNO. W. DAVIS.
Clerk of the District of Massachusetts.

WAITT & Dow, Printers,
362 Washington-flt.

NOTE. This tale, written in imitation of the Tales of Peter

Parley, is not by the author of those Tales; it is, however, classed

with the series, as being similar in size and design.





Mr. Parley, you have rested long enough ; now

do tell us one more story.



STORY
OF THE

PLEASURE BOAT.

HENRY SMITH was the son of a

nobleman in the west of England.
He was a beautiful boy about two

years old, and the delight of his

father and mother. He was the ob-

ject of their care and tenderness.

Every indulgence that affection could

bestow, was his. He had never

known suffering or disappointment,

and his intelligent eye had seldom

been dimmed by tears. But he was

destined to meet with sad reverses-
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He wandered one afternoon be-

yond the limits of his father's elegant

gardens. He was seized by a gang
of strolling gipsies, and was carried

away beyond the reach of his pa-

rents. He cried and struggled hard,

but it was all in vain.

Henry's parents were inconsola-

ble for his loss. Large rewards

were offered for his discovery, and a

description of his person was adver-

tised in every town. Their search

was not successful. Meanwhile lit-

tle Henry was wandering about the

country, enduring cold, hunger, thirst

and unkindness. You can easily
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imagine what he must suffer among
such people as gipsies, whom I des-

cribed to you sometime ago.

At length the gipsies began to find

Henry more of a trouble to them

than a benefit. His tears and com-

plaints troubled them, and their

blows and ill usage only made him

more refractory. They left him in

a remote town, and the compassion-
ate overseers of the poor took care

of him till he was old enough to go
to sea.

Henry was now a cabin-boy. The

Captain who commanded the ship

was very kind, and taught him to
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read and write. The obedience and

attention of the little cabin-boy pro-

cured him many friends, and he was

contented and happy. He lost his

recollection of home, and remember-

ed little except sailing in a boat with

his sister and mother. The picture

at the beginning represents this

scene.

Henry was now twelve years old.

At first everything on board the

ship appeared new and strange to

him. When he saw the sun rise

and set, as if from the very bosom

of the ocean, he did not know that

when it set to him, it was rising to
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others. As he looked a round, and

saw but one boundless expanse of

water, he was lost and bewildered.

The vessel on board of which was

Henry, was going to Russia. On

entering the Baltic Sea, a dreadful

storm arose. The waves were dash-

ing over the ship, threatening at ev-

ery moment its destruction. The

thunder was rolling over them, and

the vivid lightning playing around

them. It was an awful moment.

The vessel struck on a rock and was

dashed to pieces !

Every one attempted to save him-

self; the Capt. alone thought of little
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Henry, and taking him in his arms,

he sprang with him into the boat.

The storm soon subsided, and the

sea became calm as if a tempest had

never agitated its surface.

They were now on the trackless

ocean, without guide or compass.

Fortunately, another vessel observed

their situation, and saved them.

This vessel was also bound to Rus-

sia, and they were soon landed in

safety.

Henry was now in a foreign coun-

try, a stranger, unacquainted with its

manners and language. But his uni-

form goodness procured him many
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friends, and ihe Captain who had

saved his life, did not desert him.

One day to amuse Henry, he took

him to see a caravan of animals.

Henry was delighted with the

Camel. The keeper told him that

it was an Arabian animal
;

that it

would traverse the desert for weeks

without water
;

that its sense of

smelling was so acute that it could

discern a spring more than a mile

distant. All this astonished him.

The keeper told him many other

curious things about the camel,

which you will find in books.

As Henry seemed destined for a
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sailor, he returned to England to

seek employment. He now became

a midshipman on board a vessel of

war. Just before he sailed, the good

Captain sent him a present of books,

neatly wrapped in paper. The pa-

per was an old one, and as Henry

glanced his eye over it, he saw an

advertisement for a lost child. He

thought it singular, and preserved

the paper.

The enemies met, and the Eng-
lish were triumphant. Henry's cour-

age and bravery were fully tested,

and his tenderness and humanity to

the wounded were .unequalled. On
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their return home he received rapid

promotion from rank to rank, till at

the age of twenty-two he was ap-

pointed to the command of a small

ship. His destination was one of

the ports of the Mediterranean.

Some weeks after sailing, the

watch on deck gave the alarm of a

ship on fire. The intense darkness

of night was transciently dispell-

ed by the brightest of light, a burn-

ing ship. Every part of her was

enveloped in flames. Every one

was eager to render assistance, and

no one more than our young Captain.

He manned his boats, and succeed-
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ed in saving the greatest part of them

when the vessel blew up with a ter-

rible explosion. Among the wound-

ed was an elderly gentleman, evi-

dently of high rank. His expres-

sions of gratitude were offered, first

to Heaven, and then to his preserv-

ers, with a feeling that denoted the

warmth of his heart. He soon be-

came attached to our young Captain,

and asked him of his early history.

But of this Henry could not inform

him. The gentleman then related,

that many years before he had lost

his only son
;

that his endeavors to

find him were fruitless. Henry took
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from his pocket the paper he had

preserved, and the gentleman recog-

nised the advertisement as one he

had inserted many years before.

This curious coincidence, and the

striking resemblance between Hen-

ry and the stranger, awakened his

curiosity. He eagerly examined

Henry's left arm, and appeared over-

joyed at finding a very peculiar mark.

But his suspicions were confirmed on

observing a striking formation of the

foot. These marks proved beyond a

doubt that Henry was his long lost

son. He acknowledged him as such.

They returned to England together,
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and he had the satisfaction of sooth-

ing the declining years of his parents.

At the death of his father, he suc-

ceeded to his title and estates, and

lived beloved and respected.

This, my little friends, is a true

story. Good bye !









CARTER & HENDEE, have recently pub-
lished new and improved editions of

Peter Parley's Tales about America and Europe,
Winter Evening Tales, Juvenile Tales; Tales

of Animals, and Tales about Geography.

These works are now adapted to the use of schools, and may be
recommended as well suited to give the first general ideas of His-

tory and Geography. ALSO

Parley's Story of the Bird l
s Nest

Ditto of the Little Prisoners.

Ditto of the Faithful Dog.
Ditto of the Little Drummer.
Ditto of the Mocking Bird,

Ditto of the Little Sailor.

Ditto of the Little Soldier.

Ditto of the Mask.
Ditto of the Pleasure Boat.

Ditto of the Cottage Girl.

Ditto of the Storm.

Ditto of the Unhappy Family.

These works are carefully adapted to children, and are executed

in a neat style.

C. & H. have in Press, and will shortly publish, Parley's
Tales about Asia, Africa, and the Sun, Moon and Stars

with numerous Engravings.


